Advanced Degree Students’ Association Board Meeting
Thursday, December 5, 2013


Minutes

Recorded by Jonathan Clemens

1. Opening Prayer (Stanley Hauerwas)

2. Introductions

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes (attached pages 2 – 4)

a. Minutes Approved

4. Events and Communications

a. Conference and finance update (Matt Eaton)

i. We are getting the forms for the speaker

ii. Nothing else has changed

b. December seminar on non-academic jobs (Chris, Becca)

i. The event is being moved back to February

c. January first-year welcome back lunch (Nick, Michael)

i. All are welcome to join 

ii. First year lunch - $150 for budget

d. January seminar on staying sane in grad school (Mike, Jon Clemens)

i. Mike and Jon will talk about moving the event back to Jan. 23

ii. Meeting on Jan. 23?  Perhaps we can cancel one.

e. Review and approve Christmas survey questions (pp. 5 – 7)

i. P. 5 is survey draft

ii. Anything we can add or condense?

1. What about committees making decisions?

2. We can cut down on external things.

3. Q and R can be combined

4. Change the wording question to has anything “complicated or enriched” your program

5. Change wording to “significant financial challenges”

6. E. is about pregnancy

7. Change to “complicate”

8. Change to “slowed”

9. Do we need to ask about sexual harassment?

a. Contact someone to report

b. Reverse order

c. Link for sexual harassment

10. Scratch 8

11. Add “activism” and volunteer work to list

5. External Committees and Policies

a. Advanced Degree Committee (Beth, Becca, Matt Thollander)

i. Improving the timing of feedback from ADSA to ADC? Other issues/updates?

1. Ph.D. application is going through

2. There won’t be just 24 faculty

3. Sister Maureen is our new D.Min. rep

4. Languages for courses

a. Greek and Hebrew don’t count towards overall credits, but other languages do

b. There was a motion that was not addressed

c. Jonathan will pass minutes from ADC to History Dept.

5. ADSA should send a written report to ADC

a. Printed report to the board

b. Just append minutes

c. Send minutes to everyone

b. TST Board (Michael)

i. According to Caleb Ratzlaff, ICS students may be interested in joining the ADSA and paying the fees to gain access to our events, especially our PD seminars.  Are we open to this?  If so, shall we invite ICS students to get to know us through our remaining PD seminars this year?  The conference in April? (Could they even submit papers?)

1. We would need to draw up an agreement

2. They would pay for services that ADSA offers

3. How do we articulate their relation to us?

4. We could invite them to our events

a. PD Seminars

b. Conference – will they be able to submit papers?

i. Yes and no

ii. The money belongs to ADSA

iii. Michael will explore options

iv. But they can at least attend

ii. Our position on proposed UofT student life fees and benefits (pp. 8 – 9)

1. Some are in favor

2. What about the survey from David Neelands?

3. Try to be careful with language

4. This will be brought up on Monday

5. What about distance students?  They will be paying for services they can’t use.

a. Grandfather clause?

b. This appears as fees

c. Does part time affect this?

i. The fees would be less for part time students

ii. We will meet with someone in January to try to negotiate pieces

iii. Also, we need a student body vote and referendum

iii. Feedback on changes to student representation under new TST structure (p. 10)

1. BD student representation will be affected

2. 2 spots – 1 AD, 1 BD – but an AD student can fill in the second spot if no BD student fills it

3. Representation means academics should make decisions about academic matters

4. Conferences and Lecture Committees should have 2 AD representatives

iv. Confirming a constitution revision committee (Michael, Jon C., anyone else?)

1. Michael and Jon confirmed

c. College reps (Kim, Mike, Ann, Abigail, Billie Anne, Jon Clemens)

i. Knox – students stressed prayer

ii. Wycliffe – WADSA events are open to all but lunch will not be subsidized

iii. Regis – replacing the dean and president

iv. College reps will e-mail BD students about representations

d. Department and program reps (Jonathan Lofft, Chris, Anthony, Maureen)

i. Pastoral rep allowed in the meeting

ii. Historical – committee, not dept., can approve proposal

iii. Jan. 29 – TST hosting Canadian ambassador for religious freedom

iv. Theology – what about bridge program and 5000 level courses?

v. Any discussion/dissent on closing thesis defences? Other issues/updates?

1. This came up but wasn’t finally addressed

vi. Do DMin students need formal representation in the Centre for Study of Ministry?

6. Other business?

7. Next Meeting: 10am to noon on January 9th – venue TBA (not at TST)

8. Tour of ADSA office space downstairs (time permitting)
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